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So lie plunged into the great work for Wales
which was already on foot at his own doors.
In 1886 he joined eagerly in the great Anti-
tithe campaign which was being carried on
throughout North Wales by those remarkable
men, Mr. Thomas Gee and Mr. John Parry.
David Lloyd George became the Secretary of that
League in South Carnarvonshire, and he ad-
dressed meetings throughout the district. He
accompanied Mr. Gee and Mr. Parry on many of
their most daring raids. He drove long dis-
tances in a small governess cart and addressed
meetings in little villages away in remote districts.
It was characteristic of David that he actually
provoked and promoted hostility. He would
hold his meetings by preference in the neigh-
bourhood of the Parish Church or of the National
School. He would regard it as his greatest
triumph if he could draw the parson or the
curate to come out and meet him in open war-
fare. One of the visions of him at this period
handed down is that of a day in June 1887,
when he was seen coatless and in Ms shirt-sleeves
arguing against the curate in the open green at
the village fair of Sarn Melltcym. He did not
shrink from passive sympathy with the mild
rioting which began to take place at the tithe
sales resulting from the distraints that followed.
His whole heart went out in sympathy to Welsh
farmers compelled by law to contribute from
their pocket to what they regarded as an alien
Church.
The "Tithe War" gave David Lloyd George
that best of training for a young public speaker